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Results

No major interferents were identified during the
validation phase following a mass spectral scan of
stock solutions at a concentration of 1 pg/mL
(table 1). Where the observed masses were close
to the monitored mass for cortisol, the retention
time was observed to be greater than that for

cortisol, aside from prednisolone. )
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reference measurement values for all distributed
samples within the Weqas Proficiency Testing
Endocrine programme with an associated
expanded uncertainty of 95%. The performance
of routine cortisol methods can therefore be
assessed relative to a gold standard method,
ensuring traceability of field methods. Reference
measurement data is known to be useful as an
accuracy  target in Proficiency ~ Testing
Programmes.
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